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We are organising the dressage phase of the International Horse Trials
at Chatsworth in May 2005.  This is a fantastic opportunity for any
trainees or employers wanting to get involved in event/competition
organising, and we would welcome you to join the team of helpers
during the event.  Jobs may include writing for judges, stewarding,
scoring and general assistance.  Anyone interested, and able to have
time off work for one or all of the days, please ring Belinda on 01246
566193 as soon as possible.  Any assistance will be very much
appreciated!!!! 13, 14 & 15 May 2005

C H AT S W O R T H
INTERNATIONAL
HORSE TRIALS

Below are a selection of comments from apprentices, employers and
assessors of the SkillHORSE skills competition Finalists 2005.

Maddy Moffett, Hannah Bryan’s Assessor said ‘Hannah will benefit
tremendously from preparing for SkillHORSE 2005.  The added motivation
she will have striving towards such a prestigious event will improve her
own capabilities in riding and yard management.

Hannah is practicing the relevant skills to be tested so as to achieve
maximum benefit from working with Ian Stark, a former Olympic rider
and leading trainer.

Hannah is grateful to be selected to take part in SkillHORSE 2005, not
least because the experience will provide added value to her work situation,
as she will benefit from increased exposure to leading trainers, and modern
methods of yard management’.

Ann Hunter, Emily Gribbin’s Employer and Assessor told us ‘Emily has
made a tremendous amount of effort in preparing for the SkillHORSE
competition.  She has been practicing lungeing using a chambon,
trimming and plaiting. Emily has also been to Sue Carson for some
additional dressage lessons.
Emily Gribbin is one of the Finalists and said ‘I’ve been doing lots of
preparation for the Final, including plaiting, lungeing under the watchful
eye of my employer Ann, and teaching one of my colleagues how to
lunge.  I have been schooling one of our hunters-turned-potential-
show jumper and have also been giving a colleague some training on
trimming for appearance’.

Stacie Charlton is employed by Anna Baxter of Mill House, Belton,
Near Loughborough. She said ‘I am thrilled that Stacie has got through
to the Final of SkillHORSE 2005.  Working with horses is not an easy
option, and I am delighted that her hard work, commitment and
dedication are being rewarded.  Good luck Stacie for the Final!!’

Debbie Meakin, Charlotte Castle’s Assessor said ‘ I am delighted that
Charlotte has made it through to the Final of SkillHORSE 2005. We
have been doing lots of preparation to get her up to standard for
the competition.  Recent assessments have spurred Charlotte on to
strive for improvement in all areas of her work. Charlotte has also
had some extra jumping lessons and has received some additional
training from her employer Brook Staples.  I’d like to wish her every
success in the Final.

PREPARING FOR SkillHORSE 2005.

SkillHORSE 28 FEBRUARY 2005 - RESEARCH FOR SUCCESS

Stubbing Court Training Limited (SCT) are taking a leading role
in a pioneering research project organised in partnership with
the LSDA (Learning and Skills Development Agency) and the Learning
and Skills Council ‘Support for Success Programme’.

With the support of the LSDA, SCT have organised the launch of
SkillHORSE 2005, a skills competition for Apprentices employed
in the horse industry. The project is committed to improving
learner success through competition:  raising standards, increasing
the rate of qualifications achieved by Apprentices, enhancing
learner confidence and promoting team work are also on the
agenda.

Belinda Turner, Chief Executive of SCT said:
‘SkillHORSE is an exciting opportunity for the Apprentices to
compete in front of a world class professional, and to showcase
the excellence they have achieved in their chosen career.  We
are grateful to the Learning and Skills Development Agency for
supporting this venture.’

The finalists, who are all working towards the Advanced Apprenticeship in Horse Care and
Management with SCT, have been put forward following nominations from their employers and
NVQ Assessors.  They have all demonstrated outstanding commitment to their job and
qualifications, and their standards of work, determination and professionalism are exceptional.
Apprentices’ dedication to promoting training and improvement in skills within the horse industry
has also helped to secure them a place in the Final.

SkillHORSE is to be held at Barleyfields Equestrian Centre, Nr. Derby. All employers and trainees
are invited to attend on the day.  The day will include competition activities for the best Level
3 apprentices and training sessions with Ian Stark OBE, four times Olympic Silver medallist and
three times winner of Badminton Horse Trials, and last trained the Brazilian Olympic Team.

Activities will include:
• Preparation for competition
• Course building
• Course walking
• Lungeing for improvement
• Flatwork
• Jumping
• Ian Stark demonstration on dressage and jumping on 

advanced level horse. Kindly provided by Georgie Barnes

Ian said:
‘I believe strongly in the value of Stubbing Court Training’s SkillHORSE competition as a project
to raise the status and skills of young people working in the horse industry.  I look forward to
seeing the finalists perform on the day.’

The details of the research and the findings from the research are to be outlined in a report
for LSDA, which will be published in April 2005 by the LSDA, and will be made available to all
providers for use as an example of good practice.

Any trainees, employers, parents and friends who would like to come and watch on the day
please telephone SCT on 01246 566193 to confirm your attendance by 20th February.



EQUINE SPORTS BREEDING - AUSTRALIA

We have been asked to promote an opportunity for anyone who has completed the SCT Advanced
Apprenticeship and interested in Sport Horse Breeding. ESB was established in 1986 in Victoria,
Australia with the purpose of producing top quality performance horses for the Olympic disciplines,
based on Irish bloodlines. ESB provides scholarship programmes in Horse Business Management
and Equine Breeding. The programme includes guidance on pedigree analysis, yearling preparation,
nutrition, breaking and training methods, as well as marketing and selling sport horses.

For more information please telephone Belinda at SCT on 01246 566193.

DO YOU....
want to contribute an article to the Newsletter??? We will award you with an SCT Rugby Shirt for sharing

information or experiences!!  If so contact Belinda on 01246 566193

ROAD SAFETY TRAINING - NVQ UNIT 213.1
For all NVQ Level 1 + 2 trainees who have not already completed a Road Safety training and

assessment day.  Please attend one of the days below:

Monday 11th April - Barleyfields Equestrian Centre, Nr. Derby
Friday 27th May - Wellow Park Stables, Nr. Mansfield

WELCOME TO:
Samantha Hobbs, Amanda Wood, Lisa Smith and

Cherine Gardner

LATEST ACHIEVEMENTS
Foundation Apprenticeship:

Charlotte Prow and Stacey Barnett

NVQ Level 3: Jessica Taylor

Communication Level 2 External Test:
Nina Harrower & Emily Gribbin

Application of Number Level 2 External Test:
Elizabeth Olivant

Communication Level 1 External Test: Kerry Hunter

WELL

D
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MASTERCLASS SERIES 2005

The Masterclass Series is currently being planned for 2005 featuring
world-class trainers providing training to apprentices and
employers.  This year we have been lucky enough to arrange a
visit to the Wright’s dealing and eventing yard near Retford on
9th May 2005.  Matthew Wright (an ex SCT Apprentice) is one
of the leading event riders in Europe. Successes include silver
medallist at the Young Rider European Championships, and in
2004 was  2nd Weston Park**, 2nd  Necarne**, 2nd Blenheim***,
4th Bramham*** and member of the winning Great Britain team
in Saumur***. Matthew is currently 3rd in the British Eventing
national rankings, and 8th in the FEI World Rankings. The Wrights
are also internationally renowned dealers of competition horses. The visit will include demonstrations
by Matthew on dressage, jumping and cross country plus training on business management,
competition horse care, and buying and selling horses.

We also have two more Masterclass days to plan in 2005, for all nominated apprentices and
employers. One of the days will be with Ian Stark OBE and will be held at Barleyfields Equestrian
Centre on 11th July 2005, and will include small group lessons in flatwork and jumping.
More information and dates to follow

STUBBING COURT TRAINING - MAKING LEARNING BETTER

SCT are playing a key role in a ground-breaking research project, which is committed to raising
the standards of teaching in Post 16 education.

SCT is working with the DfES Standards Unit in the development and improvement of resources
which aim to raise the standards of teaching and learning in the UK. The main focus of the
project is to increase the success and achievement of Apprentices working in land-based
industries, by improving and increasing the variety of teaching  materials, methods and systems
that are currently available.

Another aspect of the research project is Individual Learner Management (ILM). Through the
resources, Apprentices are being encouraged to develop skills such as setting achievable targets
for themselves, and self assessment of their own performance at work to get a clearer
understanding of where they need to improve.  Employer feedback also features in the research,
essential in helping Apprentices to succeed and progress in their chosen career.

Graham Patrick, of the DfES Standards Unit commented: ‘The land based studies project has
been working since September 2003 on developing new approaches and resources to support
teachers and trainers. Stubbing Court Training Ltd, has been involved in this work as first, a
trial, and now as one of 35 pilot sites in the UK for the new approaches, helping the project
team to identify improvements and amendments needed before the resources are issued
nationally from September 2005. We are grateful for the expert input of staff at Stubbing Court
Training, which continues to be vital in helping us develop good quality resources for the land
based sector’.

Belinda Turner – Chief Executive of SCT said: ‘We are privileged to be working with the DfES
Standards Unit on this innovative project. The new resources will make a very positive impact
on raising standards in education, and by recognising the importance of high quality teaching
to the success of Apprentices nationally’.

CIEH HEALTH & SAFETY QUALIFICATION
Open to all employers and their staff

Derby College - Friday 18th February, Tuesday 1st March, Monday 14th March.
 £30 per person.   Please contact SCT to book your one day course.

DRESSAGE CLINICS WITH SERENA PINCUS
Clinics running at Asherfields Farm, Asher Lane,

Pentrich, Nr. Derby DE5 3RE.
Please telephone Mrs Caroline Steeples on 01773 742820 for more information.

MASTERCLASS SERIES 2005

EMPLOYER TRAINING SEMINAR
Wednesday 4 May Derby College, includes top class speakers on:

• equestrian business development and promotion
 • teaching techniques • effective trainee support •

All employers and their staff are welcome, this is a FREE course with lunch provided


