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TO ALL APPRENTICES, PARENTS & EMPLOYERS

SCT MASTERCLASS SERIES 2011 % 1%

SCT got its 2011 Masterclass Series off to a fine start with a
demonstration and training day with young international showjumper
Joe Whitaker on 25 March. Joe himself has taken part in SCT’s highly
successful apprenticeship programme. As well as teaching apprentices
on the flat and over fences, he gave over a hundred of SCT’s apprentices
and employers the chance to watch him work with two horses, one

MATTHEW DALLEY - SCROPTON RIDING & DRIVING CENTRE

| have been working at Scropton Riding and Driving Centre
since September 2010. | am based at the Royal School for
the Deaf in Derby and with support | spend three days a week
at Scropton doing my NVQ2. | am disabled and a profoundly
deaf sign language user, but have been riding for 10 years. |
am a Grade lll Para. dressage rider. | am on the BEF Regional
Foundation Squad for Para dressage and train with them
regularly with Angela Weiss. | compete on my own horse
Dougal that | keep at Scropton. | have competed in inter
regional Para. dressage and also local dressage, and have
also done some show jumping which | love. Being part of the
Foundation Squad has helped me improve my riding and other
skills. | have worked hard on physio to build up my strength,
and have had the opportunity to learn more about being an
athlete and equine sport science. | really enjoy being part of

novice and one very experienced, at Parklands EC near Sheffield.It
was one of SCT’s most successful Masterclasses yet. Joe, who is one the squad. | work
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also with the RDA riding lessons. In the future | would
like to teach other deaf children to learn to ride. Being
deaf makes it very difficult to communicate with
everybody but the staff on the yard are great and have
all learnt some signs. | really like working there with
them .Last week | was filmed riding at Scropton by
BBC News. It was about children with special
educational needs having personalised plans that are
individual to their wants and needs. | am lucky to have
the support | need from my school, Scropton and
Stubbing Court Training to help me reach my dream
of working with horses.

JACK BROOKS - SCROPTON RIDING & DRIVING CENTRE

| am an apprentice at Scropton Equestrian Centre, a riding school
in Derbyshire. My duties include the day to day running of the yard,
| start at 8 in the morning and feed round and then muck out and
fetch in horses. | also treat injuries, tack up for lessons, help with
lessons, trimming etc. | have achieved my AB Whip which is a
certificate that enables me to carriage drive the disabled people,
which our yard is primarily for. | have been working at the centre
about 6 months and | have been a helper there since | was eight
and now | am 16. | have also achieved my BDS Road and Drive Safety,
and am working towards my RDA Instructors Badge. My ambition in

the horse world is to be a horse team driver. | have taken part in driving trials competitions,

which are very good fun and | groom at the driving trials through the summer. Last year these

included Catton Park National Driving Trials, Widmerpool, Cheshire, Offchurch, and Stoneleigh.

| have also competed in all the driving trials at

Scropton, and Tutbury (and came 2nd in the

Marathon) last year. In my job | like the staff

at the yard as we all get on very well and the

opportunity to work with disabled people which

is really pleasing as you get something great back

from them, which is just to see them smile. |

am doing my NVQ units for the riding side as well

as the driving side, and will be taking my BDS

Level 1 in July. As | am doing the driving units

as well there is a lot of hard work but the

opportunities at the end of it are really good,

as | would like to be a top class producer of

carriage driving horses and ponies.

Joe said “The whole day was well planned, and it was great that so many people were keen to
listen and learn. | found seeing the improvements in the pupils’ confidence and riding very
rewarding.” “The Masterclass was very well organised and a brilliant experience,” commented
one attendee, while another said: “Stubbing Court Training must be commended on its support
of all its trainees, including Joe.” Another added: “Joe was inspiring and motivational — everyone
really enjoyed it.”SCT are extremely grateful for the support of Joe, the Sampsons and all the
team at Parklands EC for providing great horses and facilities, and all the employers and apprentices
who attended.






